North West aims for income after mining

By Innocent Madawo

Toronto - The North West was not satisfied with being the region with the most mineral wealth in South Africa but wanted to dominate the world in modern mineral exploration, mine development and production, premier Edna Molewa said on Tuesday.

Speaking during the Investing in African Mining Seminar organised by MineAfrica, Molewa said the provincial government had approved and allocated funds to implement a number of projects to build mining theme parks.

She said the ultimate goal was to ensure community beneficiation even after mineral deposits had been exhausted.

With platinum set to take over from diamonds and gold as the jewellery resource of choice, the North West is developing a platinum beneficiation park to teach students how to produce platinum jewellery.

The park will be used eventually by small and medium mining enterprises situated close to supplies, training facilities and a visitors' centre.

"[Among future projects] is a mint that is intended to produce platinum memorabilia, with the first being a Mandela coin to trade as legal tender by the time of the World Cup in 2010," said Molewa.

A park to supply goods and services to large mining producers operating in the western limb of the Bushveld Complex is being set up with private sector funds. More investors are being sought.

Another initiative is the $4 million (R30 million) North West Science Park, which is being developed as "an area with a collection of innovative, high technology businesses" at the North West University.

Molewa said the $8 million Mafikeng minerals cluster project at the Mafikeng Airport, which was driven by the private sector and would act as a Southern Africa Development Community regional diamond exchange, had potential to create more than 13 000 jobs.

The North West accounts for 31 percent of South Africa's mineral earnings and 39 percent of the country's workforce.

With 87 large-scale active mines, the province has more mining activity than most countries in the world. It holds 64 percent of South Africa's platinum, 32 percent of its chromite and 25 percent of its gold.

"It is expected that mining will contribute 7.68 percent per annum towards attaining the … growth target," said Molewa. 
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