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Background
• Worst Ebola outbreak,
spread across multiple
countries; begins in
December 2013 in Guinea.
• On 8 August 2014, the
WHO declares it an
international public health
emergency.
• Currently (Oct 25) the total
number of cases in West
Africa reaches 10,141 with
4,922 deaths. In Liberia
2,705 deaths.
• CDC had projected 1.4
million cases by January
2015.
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Making ArcelorMittal operations “Ebola ready”
• In March first Ebola cases in Liberia and first communication to employees and
contractors about the topic to raise awareness
• Started engaging world renowned Ebola experts and preparing for the worst
• Thermoscanning and screening set up
• Education campaigns rolled out for health workers, employees and communities
• Emergency response and evacuation plans drawn up
• Preparing medical facilities to be Ebola ready
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Ebola Private Sector Mobilisation Group (EPSMG)
• August 11 – first informal meeting to
exchange information about their own
actions
• August 21 – second meeting to continue
sharing experiences, advocacy role,
working with NGOs, learning about the
issues directly from the source
• August 29 – meeting with director general
of WHO and US ambassador to Liberia
• September 8 – eleven CEOs call on the
international community to step up the
fight against Ebola
• September 17 - companies operating in
West Africa welcome President Obama’s
decision to commit additional US
resources to the fight against Ebola
• Current focus is on advocacy related to
travel restrictions and medical evacuations
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EPSMG
• EPSMG now includes over 70 companies operating in a broad range of
sectors, and numerous civil society/government bodies, primarily in three
countries: Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea but also within the wider region,
with growing interest from financial sector and companies with supply chains in
these areas.
• EPSMG engages with international governments, UN agencies and other
partners to articulate the concerns of international businesses in West Africa.
• EPSMG exists to provide a simple access point into the private sector for joint
mobilisation and plays an advocacy role
• EPSMG now has a seat on the Global Ebola Response Coalition
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Commitments of this group
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

7.
8.

To remain in the region and to be part of the region's long-term economic and social
recovery and development.
To ensure employees, families and communities are aware of the disease and are
taking the best precautions to avoid infection and stigma.
To share experiences and resources, including trained personnel and practices, to
assist governments and partners mobilise quickly to control the spread of the disease.
To offer loan or gift-appropriate physical assets and resources essential to the
deployment of an integrated response by donors, militaries, host governments, NGOs
and community-based organisations.
To make available information about needs of various organisations and first
responders so that they can be connected to corporate giving.
To commit to learning from this outbreak and working together to support a stronger
health care emergency response and to assist in rebuilding stronger healthcare
systems in the affected countries.
To raise international awareness and advocate for a larger global coordinated effort to
combat Ebola.
To advocate for these countries to have open trade and humanitarian corridors, by air,
land and sea in line with international WHO recommendations.
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ArcelorMittal remains committed to Liberia
• Health and safety of our employees is our
Number one priority
• We remain committed to Liberia – we have
made major investments in the country and
many Liberians depend on us and our
contribution to the economy
• 4500 local employees and 200 expats continue
working and our Phase 1 operations continue
• Working with health care providers to
understand their requirements on the ground
and supporting their needs, for example
supplying vehicles, chlorine, mattresses,
generators, etc. The commitments and
expenditure to date have exceeded USD$1m.
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Contact
Joseph Mathews – joseph.mathews@arcelormittal.com

EPSMG Chair – Alan Knight, alan.knight@arcelormittal.com
EPSMG Secretariat – Claire Esbenshade, claire.esbenshade@arcelormittal.com
Can connect you with country working groups for Sierra Leone, Liberia, Guinea,
and neighbouring region mobilisation team
Website coming soon.
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